MAKE   THEE   MIGHTIER   YET
tumour on the brain and was rapidly going blind. One girl, was
bedridden, crippled and hopelessly misshapen, with rheumatoid
arthritis in arms, legs and body. The youngest girl had a
tubercular hip.
The lack of privacy, the constant noise and the inability to
rest peacefully drive many growing boys and girls to spend
their leisure hours away from home, often walking the streets
at a loose end and an easy prey to undesirable habits. The
children have nowhere indoors to play, for the congestion of
people is always accompanied by a terrifying congestion of
furniture . *. They are also forced into constant contact with
their elders and generally acquire at an early age habits such
as swearing and gambling. Two-thirds of the school-children
normally play in the streets. The borough of Shoreditch, one
square mile in area, contains only nine acres of open spaces
' and nearly half this area is churchyards. The insanitary state
of many of the homes is demonstrated by the frequency with
which lavatories are shared by several families and even more
by the appalling lack of washing facilities. The only tap is
out-of-doors in one-third of the cases, in over a quarter every
drop of water has to be carried upstairs from the tap to the
rooms in which the family lives, and in two-thirds there is
neither a bath nor any suitable substitute for it
I mix these two things up — the plight of England in the world
and the plight of people in England — because they seem to me to
hang together. I can only explain the behaviour of England in
world affairs, and the pass she has come to, by contemplating
Shoreditch. Then I think, either the people who rule us are so
inferior and callous that they cannot even abolish Shoreditch (the
equivalent of which you could not find in a certain small country
you know nothing about, Czechoslovakia) and their inefficiency
explains the mess we have got to in the outer world; or they know
about Shoreditch and are determined to keep Shoreditch like
that and are pursuing a foreign policy deliberately calculated to
bring about Fascism — and immunity from criticism — in England.
One of these two explanations is right. Both are frightful.
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